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I THE KF CANADIAN ADAPTATION 
by 
Judy Ginsberg 
For a few days d u r i n g t h e summer o f 1968, s e v e r a l v e r y 
determined law l i b r a r i a n s met i n a warehouse on Finch Avenue i n 
Toronto ( t h e temporary home o f T e c h n i c a l S e r v i c e s f o r the new 
York U n i v e r s i t y Law L i b r a r y ) . These i n d i v i d u a l s -- Shih-Sheng 
Hu, Manitoba Law L i b r a r y , who r e a l l y generated the i d e a , Roger 
Jacobs, U n i v e r s i t y o f Windsor Law L i b r a r y , B a l f o u r Halevy and 
Diana M. P r i e s t l y , York U n i v e r s i t y Law L i b r a r y ( I was p r e s e n t 
i n my c a p a c i t y as t h e r e c e n t l y h i r e d C a t a l o g u e r a t York)™-
were meeting f o r the p u r p o s e o f t r y i n g t o d e t e r m i n e how t o 
a d o p t t h e w o r k i n g d r a f t o f t h e L i b r a r y o f C o n g r e s s KF 
C l a s s i f i c a t i o n f o r U n i t e d S t a t e s Federal Law t o f i t a l l common 
law j u r i s d i c t i o n s . 
T h e r e were t w o m a i n r e a s o n s f o r t h o s e p r e s e n t 
r e s o r t i n g t o t h e a d a p t a t i o n o f a s c h e d u l e d e s i g n e d f o r one 
j u r i s d i c t i o n . The f i r s t was t h a t , a t t h a t t i m e , i t was f e l t 
t h a t t h e r e was no v i a b l e e x i s t i n g scheme f o r t he c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
o f l e g a l m a t e r i a l s . I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o remember t h a t b e f o r e 
t h i s t i m e , m o s t l a w l i b r a r i e s i n N o r t h A m e r i c a w e r e 
u n c l a s s i f i e d and t r e a t i s e s , e t c . w e r e u s u a l l y a r r a n g e d 
a l p h a b e t i c a l l y w i t h i n broad s u b j e c t areas such as C o n t r a c t s and 
C r i m i n a l Law, The second reason was t h a t , i t was g e n e r a l l y 
f e l t , and I b e l i e v e , on t h e w h o l e , s t i l l i s , t h a t i t was 
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p r e f e r a b l e , g i v e n the way t h e l i b r a r y i s used i n Canadian law 
s c h o o l s , t o c l a s s i f y a l l common law m a t e r i a l t o g e t h e r by 
s u b j e c t r a t h e r t h a n use a j u r i s d i c t i o n a l approach which would 
h a v e r e s u l t e d i n e a c h j u r i s d i c t i o n h a v i n g i t s own 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s c h e d u l e . 
I n 1968, the L i b r a r y o f Congress was i n the process 
o f d e v e l o p i n g l aw c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s c h e d u l e s b a s e d on t h i s 
j u r i s d i c t i o n a l approach (KF was the f i r s t ) and has s i n c e gone 
on t o complete q u i t e a few, i n c l u d i n g KE f o r Canadian law and 
KD f o r law of the U n i t e d Kingdom and I r e l a n d . Those p r e s e n t a t 
t h a t o r i g i n a l meeting i n To r o n t o f i r m l y r e j e c t e d t h e i d e a o f 
the j u r i s d i c t i o n a l approach, and, having o n l y t he d r a f t KF i n 
hand, s e t a b o u t d e v e l o p i n g what we now know o f as t h e KF 
Canadian Adaptation. 
T h e r e a r e b a s i c a l l y t h r e e ways i n w h i c h t h e KF 
schedule i s m o d i f i e d f o r purposes o f p r o v i d i n g f o r a l l common 
law j u r i s d i c t i o n s : 
1. I n many areas such as Domestic R e l a t i o n s , KF 501-505, t h e 
same number or number span i s used f o r a l l j u r i s d i c t i o n s , 
U n i t e d S t a t e s as w e l l as any o t h e r common law j u r i s d i c t i o n . 
For example, a g e n e r a l t r e a t i s e on U.S. Family Law and one 
on Canadian Family Law would b o t h be c l a s s i f i e d i n KF 505. 
Only the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the Form Tables i s m o d i f i e d f o r 
use w i t h j u r i s d i c t i o n s o t h e r than the U n i t e d S t a t e s . 
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2. A G e o g r a p h i c a l D i v i s i o n o r G.D. i s a p p l i e d t o c e r t a i n 
s p e c i f i c numbers w i t h i n s u b j e c t a r e a s . There i s one G.D. 
f o r each common law c o u n t r y as w e l l as f o r major p o l i t i c a l 
d i v i s i o n s w i t h i n t h e s e c o u n t r i e s . The U n i t e d S t a t e s 
m a t e r i a l i s c l a s s i f i e d where i t w o u l d n a t u r a l l y f a l l , 
w i t h o u t the use of a G.D. 
T h i s mechanism, w h i c h i s p r i m a r i l y used i n s u b j e c t 
areas which tend t o be crowded because o f t h e amount o f 
w r i t i n g done i n t h e a r e a , a l l o w s f o r d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n by 
j u r i s d i c t i o n w i t h o u t s a c r i f i c i n g t h e s u b j e c t a p p r o a c h . 
Because the G.D.s a l l b e g i n w i t h a 'Z' C u t t e r , t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s m a t e r i a l i n a s u b j e c t f a l l s f i r s t on the shelves (no 
G.D,), f o l l o w e d by o t h e r common law j u r i s d i c t i o n m a t e r i a l s 
arranged by t h e Z G.D. C u t t e r s . 
For example, a t r e a t i s e on U.S. Income Tax law would 
be c l a s s i f i e d i n KF 6369, a Canadian t e x t on the same t o p i c 
would be c l a s s i f i e d i n KF 6499 ZA2 and an A u s t r a l i a n t e x t 
would be c l a s s i f i e d i n KF 6499 ZD2, 
3. S p e c i a l t a b l e s are used f o r more c o m p l i c a t e d areas where 
the breakdowns p r o v i d e d f o r the U.S. m a t e r i a l are t o t a l l y 
i n a d e q u a t e f o r o t h e r common law j u r i s d i c t i o n s . I n the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Law a r e a , f o r example, a s p e c i a l t a b l e was 
d e v e l o p e d t o meet t h e s p e c i f i c problems i n h e r e n t i n the 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f non U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l a w m a t e r i a l s . 
As a case i n p o i n t , t h e r e i s nowhere i n the o r i g i n a l KF 
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schedule t o f i t m a t e r i a l on the Canadian Charter, ' o f R i g h t s 
and Freedoms. The s p e c i a l t a b l e assigns s p e c i f i c numbers 
f o r t h i s m a t e r i a l . 
The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l law t a b l e as w e l l as the t a b l e s 
f o r H i s t o r y , t h e Quebec C i v i l Code and P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
m a t e r i a l were a l l developed some years a f t e r the i n i t i a l 
m e e t i n g and a r e c o n s t a n t l y b e i n g r e v i s e d as t h e needs 
a r i s e . 
I n 1982, the KF Canadian Adaptation was put on York's 
AES Word Processor and i s c u r r e n t l y updated q u a r t e r l y . Updates 
i n c l u d e EC's A d d i t i o n s and Changes f o r U.S. KF as w e l l as 
r e v i s i o n s and a d d i t i o n s g e n e r a t e d by an E d i t o r i a l Board which 
o v e r s e e s c h a n g e s t o t h e A d a p t a t i o n , h e l p s u s e r s w i t h 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n problems, and i n t e r p r e t s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n numbers 
t o those i n need o f a s s i s t a n c e . The E d i t o r i a l Board f u n c t i o n s 
as p a r t of the KF Users' Group w h i c h i s a S p e c i a l I n t e r e s t 
Group o f C.A.L.L. ( C a n a d i a n A s s o c i a t i o n o f Law L i b r a r i e s ) . 
S u b s c r i p t i o n s t o the KF Canadian Adaptation, which i n c l u d e the 
b a s i c s e t p l u s q u a r t e r l y u p d a t e s , a r e a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h t h e 
York U n i v e r s i t y Law L i b r a r y , The recommended i n d e x , L i b r a r y of 
Congress C l a s s i f i c a t i o n C l a s s K Subclass KF Law of the United 
S t a t e s Cumulative Index, i s p u b l i s h e d by Rothman's i n a l o o s e -
l e a f f o r m a t and i s updated r e g u l a r l y . C u r r e n t l y , t h e r e are 68 
s u b s c r i b e r s t o t h e s c h e d u l e r e p r e s e n t i n g a l l t y p e s o f l a w 
l i b r a r i e s across Canada, 
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I b e l i e v e i t i s s a f e t o say t h a t t he A d a p t a t i o n has 
grown t o become Canada's n a t i o n a l law c l a s s i f i c a t i o n scheme, 
and has come a long way from the time i t was j u s t an idea i n 
t h e heads o f a few f a r - s i g h t e d law l i b r a r i a n s f a c i n g t h e 
f o r m i d a b l e t a s k o f c l a s s i f y i n g o r r e c l a s s i f y i n g t h e i r 
1 i b r a r i e s , 
As of A p r i l 1987, the N a t i o n a l L i b r a r y of Canada has 
a l l o w e d the a d d i t i o n o f KF Canadian Adaptation numbers t o CIP 
( C a t a l o g u i n g I n P u b l i c a t i o n ) d a t a on a t r i a l b a s i s f o r Canadian 
m a t e r i a l p u b l i s h e d i n O n t a r i o and Quebec, e x c l u d i n g the Ottawa 
r e g i o n . H o p e f u l l y , t h i s e x p e r i m e n t w i l l be expanded t o i n c l u d e 
Canadian m a t e r i a l p u b l i s h e d a l l across the c o u n t r y and w i l l 
c o n t i n u e t o p r o v i d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i n f o r m a t i o n f o r an e v e r -
i n c r e a s i n g number of u s e r s . 
The KF Canadian A d a p t a t i o n i s a v i a b l e common law 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n scheme which i s f l e x i b l e and r e s p o n s i v e t o e v e r -
changing needs, and which owes i t s e x i s t e n c e t o the f o r e s i g h t 
o f t h e o r i g i n a l few as w e l l as t o t h e p e r s i s t e n c e and 
d e d i c a t i o n o f those who have f o l l o w e d . 
